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DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


Christ’s Resurrection 


“Our Lord’s bodily resurrection is essential 
to Christianity. The apostles witnessed to 
His resurrection (Acts 4:33). The Book of 
God sets forth His resurrection as a historical 
fact. The apostle Paul by the Spirit asserts 
that without the resurrection, we are yet in 
our sins and we are without hope. 


“This importance of the Christian doc- 
trine of the resurrection of Christ was early 
recognized by the enemies of the cross, and 
they have done their best to discredit it. But 
the truth of it stands. History, the presence 
of the risen Christ in His true Church, the 
power of the gospel—all are ringing affirma- 
tions of its truth. The tragic consequences 
which must follow if our Lord did not rise 
are potent reminders of its necessity‘ to salva- 
tion, and to the conception of God’s concern 


for and God’s rule over the world. 


“No one can explain away the clear state- 
ments of the Word of God as though it were 
only the spirit that survived. ‘Flesh and 
bones’ were characteristics of that resurrected 
body (Luke 24:39). Denials of the resurrec- 
tion and ‘explanations’ of it are both to be 
rejected. Be sure of it, without the resurrec- 
tion there is no more to our Lord’s death than 
the death of any man. But with the resur- 
rection, His deity is attested, His sacrifice is 
vindicated, His power is established, His 
judgeship is settled. 


‘If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thy 
heart that God raised him from the dead, 
thou’ shalt be saved: for with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation’ (Romans 10:9, 10).” 


Every Christian should have a copy of 
Dr. Culbertson’s book God’s Provision for 
Holy Living, a happy blending of Bible study 
and practical exhortation.-112 pages, paper 
bound. For your free copy, write Moody Bible 
Institute, Dept. S-0-867, 820 N. LaSalle 
Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 28 
4. The Christian Message in Literature 
(John 5:36-47) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian aye r,.and are 


“y's, tused byspermissod. tye. 
NY discussion of “The Christian 
Message in Literature” must of 


necessity first consider the Bible itself. 
It is the divinely inspired source book 
of the Christian message, and the only 
authoritative and infallible rule of 
Christian faith and practice. 


se 


The portion from John 5 chosen for 
this topic brings us some of the Lord’s 
own words concerning the witnesses to 
His origin and mission. He says that 
although John the Baptist was a wit- 
ness to the truth and was a burning 
and shining light, He has still greater 
witnesses, the Scriptures, and these are 
they that testify of Him and therefore 
of His message. When the Lord Jesus 
spoke these words, the writings of the 
“witnesses” who heard Him speak and 
teach, and who saw His works, such as 
Matthew, Peter, Mark, and John, had 
not yet been written. These writings 
came later through the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. On this occasion, re- 
corded in John 5, the Lord referred 
His hearers to Moses as having written 
of Him (vv. 46, 47). 


ve 


Likewise, Peter, in his sermon in the 
house of Cornelius, said, “To him 
[Christ] give all the prophets witness, 
that through his name whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shall receive remission 
of sins” (Acts 10:43). 


ve 


None of the human witnesses to 
Christ’s words and acts during His 
earthly ministry are living today. It 
is, therefore, through the Scriptures 
that man today learns how he may be 
redeemed and may grow in_ grace 
through the teaching, reproof, correc- 
tion, and instruction in righteousness 
of the written Word and may be pre- 
pared for good works (2 Tim. 3:16). 
It was through the Old Testament 
Scriptures, written before Christ came 
in the flesh, that men then learned, by 
means of the sacrifices and types and 
through the proclamations of the 
prophets, about the Lamb that God one 
day would provide for the sin of the 
world. The whole Bible, therefore, Old 
Testament and New, has for its theme 
the Christian message, God’s plan of 
redemption for sinful and fallen man. 


bd 


The Bible today, even as a piece of 
literature, is the “best seller” and can- 
not be equaled. According to the 
American Bible Society, by the end of 
1959 it had been published in 1,151 








The Sunday School Times 


ESTABLISHED IN 1859 





Puiuie E. Howarp, JR. 
Chairman of the Board 
and Consulting Editor 





C. Stacey Woops 
President 





HERBERT A. FRYLING 
Secretary-Treasurer 





JoHN W. LANE, JR. 
Editor 





ALAN M. FLETCHER 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor: E. May RICKaRps 
Archaeological. Editor: JosEPH P. FRez, 
Ph.D. 
Advertising Manager: 
H. TRUMBULL HOWARD 





Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 


$4.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $4.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, U.S.A., $15.00. 
*Canada, $4.25 each; foreign, $5.50 
each. 
$3.00 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $3.00 each, per year. 
Canada, $3.25 each; foreign, $4.50 
each. 
Single copies, 9 cents each. 
The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 


4 








languages, and during that same year 
the Society distributed 17,650,917 vol- 
umes of the Scriptures throughout the 
world, a record for any year in its 
history. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that its impact upon the writings of 
men should be profound. The best of 
our authors and statesmen refer to it 
and quote from it repeatedly. You may 
wish to assign to various members of 
your group the project of locating and 
then reading in the meeting brief quo- 
tations from such authors as Longfel- 
low, Tennyson, Kipling, Browning, 
Lowell that include quotations from 
the Bible, and then telling what Bible 
verse inspired the quotation. 


bd 


Impress upon your group, however, 
that the Bible itself is the best Chris- 
tian message in literature and that only 
in the reading and accepting and study- 
ing of its teachings can the fullest 
blessing of its message be realized. 

(Continued on page 631) 
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Peace and Security 


Was there ever a period, at least in the history of West- 
ern man, when peace and security were more earnestly 
sought and desired. Peace!—in a taut and nervous world 
existing under the threat of continental or world-wide 
holocaust at the press of a button, at the whim of some 
trigger-happy madman. Security!—freedom from want, 
freedom from sickness, freedom from hazard and from fear. 
Peace and security!—this is the summum bonum of our age. 
God has never promised national peace and material security. 
But mankind has never believed God. It is only the rem- 
nant who hear and believe and who recognize the futility 
of mankind’s well-intentioned efforts. Man really hopes and 
believes he will achieve some form of peace and collective 
security by a new summit conference, a new treaty, a new 
disarmament program. People will sigh with relief and say, 
“At last—peace and security.” Picture the deluded British 
Prime Minister Chamberlain in 1938 returning from Hitler’s 
Germany to London hopefully waving his umbrella and say- 
ing, ‘“Peace in our time,” only to be swept away six months 
later with millions of others in the maelstrom of horror, 
cruelty, and destruction of World War II. 
from history. Still less are we willing to learn from God’s 
Word. 


“When men are saying, ‘Peace and security,’ 


We learn little 


catastrophe will sweep down upon them as suddenly and 
inescapably as birth pangs to a pregnant woman” (1 Thess. 
§:3, Phillips translation). 
we have peace in our time,” then comes sudden destruction, 
destruction as unavoidable as agony to a woman giving 
birth to a child. Well it is said, “Whom god [Zeus] would 
The madness of our age is 


While men are saying, “At last 


destroy he first sends mad.” 
to imagine that peace is an achievement of man rather than 
a gift of God, to imagine that man without God can ever 
be at peace with himself or with his neighbor. A double 
tragedy of our age is the blindness of so many in Christen- 
dom who profess to believe God and yet who pin their hopes 
for international peace upon the well-intentioned but futile 
efforts of the United Nations. Still more tragic are their 
hopes for an ecclesiastical peace upon the compromising 
political maneuvering of so many in the ecumenical move- 
ment and the World Council of Churches. ‘Therefore God 
sends upon them strong delusion to make them believe what 
is false so that all may be condemned who did not believe 
the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2 Thess. 
2:11, 12). But still God’s broken heart cries out to blind 
and foolish mankind, “Turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die?” (Ezek. 33:11.) 





Lesson for August 28 in this issue 





Lesson 9.—The Danger of Military Alliances. 
Isaiah 30; 31; 20; 36:1 to 37:20. 


C.E. Topic—The Christian Message in 


Dwell Deep 


By the Rev. Arthur Hedley 
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“Flee ye, turn back, dwell deep, O 
inhabitants of Dedan” (Jer. 49:8) 


Dedanites, a tribe that lived in the 

open country and carried on a 
successful caravan trade between Persia 
and Syria. The Prophet Jeremiah could 
see that, when the judgment of God 
fell upon the Edomites at the hands 
of the Chaldeans, the Dedanites would 
suffer also unless they hid themselves 
in the dark depths of the forest, or in 
deep caves, or in the vast uninhabited 
spaces of the desert. To be secure they 
must “dwell deep.” 

During World War II, thousands 
of Londoners found that their surface 
shelters afforded little protection 
against bombs, doodle-bugs, and rockets, 
and, night after night, they streamed 
down into the underground railway. 


y HIS warning was addressed to the 


Deep down in the bowels of the earth 
they were safe, and slept undisturbed 
‘ by sirens and bombs. 


There are crises 





in the experience of every man and 
woman when, unless they have learned 
to “dwell deep” in a spiritual sense, 
they will utterly fail. Trouble finds 
us out; it tests the adequacy of our 
faith, the strength of our convictions. 
Times of heavy trial, of fierce tempta- 
tion, show whether our faith is ‘a mere 
formal, superficial thing, utterly unable 
to meet the demands made on it, or a 
deep, genuine, spiritual thing that gives 
real security, strength, and peace. The 
trials and temptations of life prove 
whether our faith is built upon. the 
shifting sand, or on the firm, deep- 
rooted, unmoveable Rock, even upon 
Christ, our only sure foundation. 

Some moral and spiritual shelters are 
obviously insecure. Many have no real 
faith of their own. They have been 
brought up in the faith of their parents, 
but they have never embraced it, made 
it their very own, and put it to the test 
in daily life. Theirs is not a personal, 
possessive faith. They have never re- 








ceived Christ as their personal Saviour; 
they know nothing of. God’s forgiveness, 
of the regenerating work of the Holy 
Spirit, the treasures of God’s Word, the 
transforming friendship of Christ. The 
faith of our parents, however strong, 
sincere, and spiritual it may be, will 
be no help to us in the stress and strain 
of life unless we make it our own by 
saying: “Their God shall be my God, 
their Saviour my Saviour,” and then 
build our faith, our hopes, our security 
upon that same Word that has been 
their strength, stay, and security in all 
the varied experiences of life. Then, 
however far we may be removed from 
our parents, our home, or our church, 
our own faith will be equal to every 
emergency. 

The faith of some is merely intel- 
lectual; they believe with the head but 
not with the heart. Their religion has 
not reached the deep, secret places of 
the soul. When the evil day comes, 
their faith, lacking depth, proves to- 
tally inadequate, it collapses and they 
take the line of least resistance. In 
World War I, one of my comrades was 
a devout Anglican and an accomplished 
organist. He knew the creeds by heart 
but knew no change of heart. When 
he found himself in a sinful, corrupt 
environment, his faith could not rise 
above it, because his was not a regen- 
erating faith, it was not a heart-faith 
in the crucified, risen, ascended Saviour. 
When he thought of his life at home as 
a churchman and his life as a soldier 
in France he realized there was some- 
thing lacking in his religion. 

One day he said to me: “If my 
mother knew the life I am living out 
here, it would break her heart.” Mul- 
titudes fail in the hour of temptation 
and trial because religion with them is 
mere form and ceremony, it does not 
reach down into the depths of the heart. 
It is not a deeply personal thing, the 
acceptance of Christ as their personal 
Saviour and as the Lord of life. They 
are not living in daily union and com- 
munion with Christ, and consequently 
they fail badly in the evil day. The 
quality of life depends upon the level 
on which it is lived. In religion there 
is tempest and turmoil in the shallows, 
but the depths are peaceful. 

We think of many whose faith is 
purely emotional. They are only happy 
when at a stirring revival meeting, or 
at some great ceremonial service that 
appeals to the emotions. Religion with- 
out emotion would be a poor thing, but 
when it becomes a purely emotional 
thing it is harmful rather than helpful. 
Uncontrolled emotion leads to grave 
mental disorders. When the influence 
of the stirring service is past then 
comes reaction, and the person whose 
religion goes no deeper than the emo- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in my name, he will give 
it you” (Jehn 16:23). 
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tion easily becomes depressed. A 
purely emotional faith affords little help 
when we come up against the stern 
realities of life. 

If we are to stand secure in the evil 
day when we have to face fierce temp- 
tation or some fiery trials, we must 
cultivate a deep, strong, steadfast faith 
in God and His Word in the living 
present. We must not wait until the 
crisis ¢omes. Two terrible and tragic 
wars revealed that deep underground 
shelters, where people can dwell deep, 
cannot be built in a day. Many lives 
were lost while people waited for these 
to be built. How we shall meet some 
future emergency in our moral and 
spiritual life depends on the quality of 
the faith we are cultivating now. When 
the crisis is upon us then it is too late, 
then we must pay the penalty for our 
neglect, our worldliness, our selfishness, 
our prayerlessness. Then fear, despair, 
and calamity will overtake us, and we 
shall be totally unprepared to meet 
the situation. In our youth we must 
begin to “dwell deep,” if we are to 
stand secure when the testing day 
comes: “Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come not” (Eccles. 12:1). 

We begin to “dwell deep” when, real- 
izing our own sin and guilt, we turn 
in true repentance to God and receive 
by faith the forgiveness that is offered 
to us fully and freely through the aton- 
ing blood of Christ. One has found 
so often that where professing Chris- 
tians have no sense of sin, no experi- 
ence of pardon and peace, that all their 
church going, their repetition of the 
creeds gives no sense of security in the 
time of danger and calamity. A real 
experience of God’s forgiveness dces 
help us to face life’s trials calmly and 
courageously, and to face even death 
hopefully, tranquilly because we can 
say “it is well with my soul.” 

Then we must daily abide in Christ 
through prayer, meditation on His 
Word, and the realization of His per- 


petual presence and friendship. “With- 
out me,” says Christ, “ye can do 
nothing” (John 15:5). Only in and 


through Him shall we be equal to every 
situation. Living in union with Christ 
we can then truly say, “I can do all 
things through Christ, which strengthen- 
eth me” (Phil. 4:13). We must have 
deep-rooted convictions also about the 
love of God in Christ, believing that in 
love He is ever working for our good 
(Rom. 8:28), and that His love is so 
sure that nothing can “separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39). 

We shall find in these days when our 
statesmen are baffled and wearied, be- 
cause they make so little progress in 
solving the problems that confront them, 
and the future is full of dark forebod- 
ings, that it will only be possible to 
remain calm, patient, and tranquil as 
we “dwell deep” in the purposes of 
God. If we think only of our own 
plans, our own little world, our own 
future, then we shall be disturbed by 
every ill wind that blows. If, how- 
ever, like the prophets of old, we try 














to see things from God’s standpoint, we 
shall see the necessity of God’s judg- 
ment upon a world that has set man on 
the throne, and rejected God; a world 
that is fast losing all sense of purity, 
honesty, truthfulness; a world that has 
“changed the truth of God into a lie, 
and worshipped and served the creature 
more than the Creator” (Rom. 1:25). 

I recall a letter written during the 
war by a Christian lady who had been 
bedridden for many years. She said: 
“God gave us commandments to keep 
and told us to worship Him, and for 
generations man has simply worshiped 
man and brought most of the present 
trouble upon himself. If our children 
disobey, they must suffer for it. We 
don’t like them to, but there it is, and 
that is how I look at the difficulties of 
today. I do really believe this present 
conflict is God’s way . . . of revealing 
Himself and His glory; so, if it be 
God’s will that I should be bombed 
by the Germans, I know it will be best 
for me and I shall not fear.” 

That woman found peace by dwell- 
ing deep in the thought of God, of His 
will, and His glory. We, too, must let 
our thoughts dwell deep upon the sov- 
ereign will of God, upon His eternal 
purposes, His righteous judgments, and 
believe that in spite of man’s efforts to 
frustrate His purposes that His King- 
dom will come, and when Christ comes 
the Devil will be destroyed and the 
kingdoms of this world will become 
the “kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ” (Rev. 11:15). 





- ez Notes on™ 
=SOpen letters 


What Power Has Satan? 


Will you please explain whether, 
in your opinion, Ephesians 2:2, “the 
prince of the power of the air,” means 
that this prince has control of, or 
power to use, the air or other ele- 
ments for destruction? 

Also at other places where the 
Bible speaks of the prince of this 
world, does it intimate that the Devil 
has control or power to use the things 
of this world for his own purposes? 
—A Virginia reader. 

Satan is a usurping prince or arch- 
angel, seeking to gain full control not 
only of the air but of the earth, and of 
the human race and of the whole 
created universe, so that he may reign 
supreme, even above God. That this 
unholy ambition and purpose of Satan 
was what originally caused his down- 
fall is declared in the Scriptures. His 
name was first Lucifer, meaning “Light 
Bearer,” and of this great and glorious 
and powerful archangel we read: “O 
Lucifer, son of the morning! . . . thou 
hast said in thine heart, I will ascend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God .. . I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds; I will 


(Continued on page 631) 
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1. The Believer’s Diploma 


The conclusive evidence of true discipleship 


all of us and its meaning is well 

known. It is a document that we 
receive upon completing a prescribed 
course of study. The dictionary de- 
fines it as “a document bearing record 
of graduation from, or of a degree 
conferred by, an educational institu- 
tion.” 

Our Lord has had His apostles (pu- 
pils) with Him for about three years, 
more or less. The time of their gradu- 
ation from His “college” is now nearing. 
He is about to leave them and go back 
to the Father. The commencement 
service is in progress in the upper room. 
Our Lord is about to hand His eleven 
apostles, disciples, pupils, their diploma 
—a token whereby all concerned may 
know that they are His disciples. 

Had He asked the apostles what that 
diploma should be, He would have re- 
ceived various answers. James and 
John might have suggested a passion- 
ate zeal for His cause, such as they 
had displayed, according to Luke 9:54, 
when they wished to bring fire down 
from Heaven and burn the Samaritan 
‘Village that refused them hospitality. 
John perhaps might have suggested that 
domineering authority that would for- 
bid anyone outside of their “college” 
to perform miracles in the name of 
Christ (Luke 9:49). Peter might have 
Suggested faith that would remove 
mountains. Thomas might have sug- 
gested eloquence to speak “with the 
tongues of men and of angels.” Na- 
thanael might have interposed the 
thought of prophetic insight into deep 
mysteries. Philip and Andrew could 
have advanced the idea of self-con- 
suming devotion or martyrdom. Had 
they done so, our Lord would have 
Shaken His head and said, “All these 
are excellent virtues and gifts in their 
proper place. But they are not con- 
clusive evidence of true discipleship.” 


Ta word diploma is familiar to 


Our Lord Speaks 


Let us listen carefully to the words 
of our Lord as He hands them the 
diploma: “By this,” says He, “shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another” (John 
13:35). We can hear Him speaking 
through the Holy Spirit as Paul wrote 
to the Corinthians twenty-odd years 
later, “If I could speak the languages 
of men, of angels too, and have no love, 
I am only a rattling pan or a clashing 
cymbal. If I should have the gift of 
prophecy, and know all secret truths, 
and knowledge in its every form, but 
have no love, I am nothing. If I should 
dole out everything for charity, and 
give my body up to torture in mere 
boasting pride, but have no love, I get 
from it no good at all” (1 Cor. 13:1-3, 
Williams translation). Therefore, “By 
this shall all men know that ye are my 
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Doubtless every Christian has 
known at least one other Christian 
whom he felt that he really could 
not love. He did not hate that one 
or wish him any ill, but he had 
either been hurt by him so deeply 
or been given such an exhibition 
of unlovely characteristics that it 
seemed impossible to feel any love 
toward him. And yet Christ has 
commanded all his disciples to “love 
one another.” 

Mr. Haggai, who is pastor of Cal- 
vary Baptist Church, Binghamton, 
N. Y., shows how God has provided 
for just such a seeming impossibility 
and made it possible to love even 
the unlovely. Next week, in a con- 
cluding article, he will set forth the 
seven qualities of the love God can 
and will produce in every disciple. 








disciples, if ye have love one to an- 
other.” 

John the apostle, under the guidance 
of the Spirit, supports this statement 
of our Lord in his First Epistle. “But 
whoso keepeth his word, in’ him verily 
is the love of God perfected: hereby 
we know that we are in him” (2:5); 
“He that loveth his brother abideth in 
the: light, and there is none occasion 
of stumbling in him” (2:10); “We know 
that we have passed from death unto 
life, because we love. the brethren” 
(3:14); “And this commandment have 
we received from him, That he who 
loveth God love his brother also” (4: 
21). It is easily seen from these verses 
that the diploma of genuine disciples 
is divine love for the brethren. 

Our next question is: .Just what is 
love? This is a very important ques- 
tion, though at first it might seem fool- 
ish. Love is a subject that is often 
misunderstood. It is unfortunate that 
the human mind thinks of love merely 
as an emotion. Generally speaking, it 
is thought that to love a person you 
must have an emotional glow or stir 
in your heart for him or her; “a feel- 








“Ask ... Ye Shall Receive” 
By Ruth Van Gorder 


E MOVE our mountains... or 
are crushed by them; 


We walk or sink within the 
stormy sea; 
We find our healing in His garment’s 
hem... 


Or never really whole are we. 


And we, with power at our finger tips, 
Resign ourselves so easily 
To pour laments from our unpraying 
lips, 
Who might have lived triumphantly. 


By the REV. W. A. HAGGAI 


ing of strong personal attachment... 
fondness.” This element may apply to 
parental, filial, or conjugal love. But 
even here if this were all there is to 
love, it would not be love at all. Love 
is more than an emotion. Dryden ap- 
proximates the meaning when he says, . 
“Love is a passion which kindles honor 
to acts.” Lew Wallace defines it a little 
differently: “The happiness of love is 
action. Its test is what one is willing 
to do for others.” Dr. R. A. Torrey’s 
definition brings out the Scriptural 
idea: “A God-given passion for the 
highest welfare of every human being, 
particularly for all who name the name 
of Christ.” Thus when our Lord pre- 
sented His diploma, “By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another,” He 
gave all there is to be given—no more, 
for there is no need of more; and no 
less, for that would be inadequate. 

The Greek word for “know” used 
in John 13:35 is interesting. It “de- 
notes a discriminating apprehension of 


external impressions, a knowledge 
grounded on_ personal experience” 
(Thayer). In other words, this love 


that is our diploma is that observable 
kind; not a secret feeling, but that 
which is demonstrated iri action. The 
world shall know, not by peering into 
the hidden recesses of our heart, but 


: by observing our action. 


The present tense of the word “have” 
carries with it the force of continuous 
action. Williams conveys the idea in 
his translation thus: “if you keep on 
showing love .. .” It is not a fitful, 
spasmodic spell, but as continuous as 
our breathing: Robertson suggests: 
“keep on having love.” 


Love One Another 


The mutuality of this love is ex- 
pressed in the words “one to another.” 
It is everyone showing love to every- 
one. 

In John 13:34 the Saviour describes 
the nature of that love: “A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, That ye 
love one another; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another.” Do we 
deserve His love? Definitely not. Did 
He not love us when we were yet His 
enemies? For the answer read Ro- 
mans 5:10. The question is not whether 
love is deserved or not, but whether we 
are Christ’s disciples or not. 

We ask further: To what extent did 
He love us? “Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends” . (John 15:13). 
“Having loved his own which were in 
the world, he loved them unto the end” 
(John 13:1). In both of these verses, 
and in similar ones, love is not a strong 
liking or fondness, but His passion for 
our highest welfare, which meant the 


(Continued on page 624) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





The Missionary Broadcaster, in a 

most interesting article on Bible 
correspondence courses, states that in 
India the “Light of Life” courses have 
in the last ten years issued 884,201 in- 
troductory lessons on the Gospel of 
John, and that 164,055 certificates were 
issued to those who completed this 
course; 37,945 persons have completed 
the course begun in 1954, in the Book of 
the Acts. Now to me, this is most as- 
tonishing. The “Light of Life” enrolls 
5,000 more students in their courses, 
published in 22 different languages, 
every month! There are surely some 
Christian people that are doing much 
work in this great enterprise who prob- 
ably will never get into “Who’s Who in 
America,” nor in any other “Who’s 
Who,” except the one that is being 
written in Heaven, which is the only 
one that really counts. 


B IBLE Correspondence Courses.— 


Americans Without Church Affilia- 
tion—A very interesting statement on 
church membership in our nation has 
just been issued by the Board of Ameri- 
can Missions of the United Lutheran 
Church. The Executive Secretary has 
reported that after an extended investi- 
gation of church membership statistics 
for our country, it is estimated that 
every calendar year 1,000,000 persons 
are being added to the 66,000,000 Ameri- 
cans who have no church affiliation. In 
24 states, one-half of the total population 
lives without any religious ties at all; 
and in 110 counties, 80 per cent of the 
residents are not affiliated with any 
religious group. 

Those contributing to the report say 
that they do not expect any improve- 
ment along this line. They point out 
that the estimated growth of our nation 
in the next ten years will be 40,000,000 
—a challenge far beyond the means of 
organized faiths and denominations. The 
Secretary said that his own church 
would have to organize one . hundred 
new congregations every year to keep 
pace with the population increase. The 
final verdict: “The failure to meet the 


problem by organizing more congre-~ 


gations will become worse in the im- 
mediate future. Lack of funds not 
opportunity is the principal reason.” 

I would add here that the only way 
in which this situation can be improved 
is for a great revival to come upon our 
land—and we certainly are not seeing 
any signs of it, as far as my obser- 
vations go. 


Church Members.—I have just seen 
some statistics published three or four 
years ago by Dr. Frederick H. Olert in 
which these disturbing facts are pre- 
sented: “Of every one hundred enrolled 
members of the church, 5 cannot be 
found, 20 never pray, 25 never read the 
Bible, 30 never attend a church, 40 
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never give to any cause, 50 never go 
to Sunday school, 60 never go to church 
at night, 70 never give to missions, 
75 never do any church work, 80 never 
go to prayer meeting, 90 do not have 
family worship, and 95 never win an- 
other soul to Christ.” 


Increased Buddhist Activity in For- 
mosa.—The Far East News Service 
reports a tremendous increase in prop- 
agation on the part of the Buddhists of 
Formosa. After declaring their convic- 
tion that Buddha is the savior of the 
world, and that Buddhism is the only 
answer to the troubles of mankind, they 
ask the question, If these things are so, 
why then is the world not saved? They 
answer the question themselves by ad- 
mitting that Buddhists have not in the 
past fulfilled their responsibility to 
propagate their religion—but they are 
now aggressively on the move, using 
newspapers, magazines, trucks, and 
tracts. They discount good works, and 
refuse to claim that science or educa- 
tion can ever save anyone. 

With this aggressive propaganda, 
there is an increased attack upon Chris- 
tianity. Moving into the realms of 
theology, they attempt to prove that 
their own scriptures are superior.to our 
Bible. One of the sad aspects of this is 
their claim that Communism is an out- 
growth of Christianity, and their re- 
peated reference to the recommendation 
of the World Order Study Group of the 
National Council of Churches that Red 
China should be admitted to the United 
Nations. 


Errors of Mormonism.—If any of my 
readers are interested in _ literature 
exposing the fallacies and errors of Mor- 
monism, may I enthusiastically recom- 
mend an attractively printed brochure 
with photostatic copies of the original 
editions of the Book of Mormon of 1830, 
showing how many changes have since 
been made. They should write to the 
Christian Tract Society, P.O. Box 1311, 
Phoenix, Ariz: Include a dollar for 
some extra copies. 


Christian World Literature.—There is 
hardly a more important subject for the 
consideration, study, and prayer of 
Evangelical Christians today, than the 
matter of Christian World Literature. 
One of the oldest organizations devoted 
to this work is the World Christian 
Crusade, Box 1313, Studio City, Cali- 
fornia. A recent report of theirs states 
that they have provided a printed Gos- 
pel message to one million homes in 
France. A new crusade is_ being 
launched by them that will attempt to 
reach every home in Paris. In the last 
five years the agencies of the Evangeli- 
cal Literature Fellowship of India have 
published more than 900 titles of books, 
booklets, and tracts in 15 languages. 
The task in India, a recent journal in- 
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forms us, is greatly increased by the 
large number of languages used. India’s 
Constitution recognizes 14 main lan- 
guages in addition to English, but at least 
200 languages are important today in 
the cultural life of India. 


A series of Literature conferences for 
the Congo in August or September have 
been proposed, if the conditions in the 
Congo will permit, of course. Similar 
conferences are being planned for Ethi- 
opia, Egypt, and France. 


Dead Sea Discoveries Questioned.— 
Some weeks ago all our newspapers 
carried a rather sensational report of 
the discovery of some ruins under the 
Dead Sea waters which were claimed 
to be the ruins of the Cities of the 
Plain, which would include Sodom and 
Gomorrah. This was the work of Mr. 
Ralph E. Baney, Executive Director of 
an orphanage in Bethany. Recently, 
however, in the Jerusalem Times, the 
acting Director of Antiquities, Mr. Dia 
ed-Din Rifa, told them that Baney had 
failed completely in his mission and 
that “his activities were founded on 
guesswork and hope.” 


Ancient Skull Discovered on Jordan 
Banks.—Speaking of archaelogical mat- 
ters in Palestine, a correspondent of 
the famous London Jewish Chronicle, 
reporting from Jerusalem says, “500,000- 
year-old skull found—discovery on 
banks of Jordan. Thanks to the sharp 
eyes of a member of Kibbutz Afikim, 
skull fragments of what is believed to 
be the world’s earliest known man— 
who lived about half a million years 
ago—have been discovered in some 
fields on the banks of the River Jordan. 

“While Kibbutz members were level- 
ing ground with a bulldozer someone 
noticed bones sticking out of the ground 
and the Hebrew University was in- 
formed. An expedition headed by Pro- 
fessor Moshe Stekelis, the prehistorian, 
explored the area for four weeks, and 
discovered human and animal relics 
dating back to the Old Stone Age. 
Relics of this period have been found 
only twice before, in Tanganyika and 
in Algeria.” 

This is not the place to discuss the 
age of 500,000 years, or the antiquity 
of man, I am only quoting from the 
Jewish Chronicle. 


England’s Royal Family and the Last 
Day.—The General Assembly of the 
Free Church of Scotland was recently 
petitioned by one of its members to 
have inserted in the Loyal Address to 
the Queen, a sentence expressing the 
dissatisfaction of the Free Church with 
the attitude of the Royal Family toward 
the Last Day. After a rather warm de- 
bate it was decided by 44 votes to 40, 
that the message should be revised so 
that such an insertion would be in- 
cluded. 
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One of the most noted preachers of 
Great Britain has recently passed away, 
Dr. W. E. Sangster. For 16 years he 
was the minister of Central Hall, West- 
minster, London, succeeding that peer 
of evangelical preachers, Dr. Dinsdale 
Young. Regretting some of his semi- 
Liberal views, all will agree as the 
London Christian states, his brotherly 
kindness and evangelical zeal won the 
hearts of everyone. He enthusiastically 
co-operated with Billy Graham in the 
great London campaigns. So far as I 
am concerned I must confess that he 
is the only man of this generation who 
in his pulpit prayers brought tears and 
sometimes sobbing to me _ personally. 
He could talk to God. He was one of 
the great homileticians of our day, but 
at the same time one who constantly 
emphasized holiness of life. 


Is Israel’s Foreign Minister Looking 
for the Messiah?—I was greatly im- 
pressed on Wednesday, June 22nd, on 
hearing reported over television some 
of the statements by Mrs. Golda Meir, 
the Israeli Foreign Minister, in speak- 
ing before the Security Council of the 
UN, regarding that monster of iniq- 
uity, Adolf Eichmann, to hear her say, 
if I did not misinterpret her words, “I 
do believe in the coming of the Mes- 
siah.” This is a great deal more than a 
lot of Jews believe. I noticed that in 
the New York Times report of this 
day’s speeches, though three full col- 
umns were given to Mrs. Meir, the 
statement about the Messiah was 
omitted. 


Israel’s Literature on Bible Subjects. 
—The Prime Minister of Israel, Mr. 
David Ben-Gurion, in his Independence 
Day broadcast to the nation brought 
out some remarkable facts about Bibli- 
cal literature in Israel today. 

“About ten thousand books have been 
published in Israel since the establish- 
ment of the State—1,470 in 1959 alone. 
Some books have had circulations of 
tens of thousands: Bialik and Rav- 
nitzky’s “Sefer Ha ’Agada” (Book of 
Legends of Israel) has sold 180,000 
copies; the Bible, with S. L. Gordon’s 
commentaries—100,000; the “Hebrew 
Encyclopedia,” published by Massada 
—60,000; and the “Bible Encyclopedia” 
—10,000. 

“The profound and growing attach- 
ment to the Bible that we are witness- 
ing in Israel—unequalled by anything 
known in the Diaspora (dispersion) — 
refutes the accusation about the weak- 
ening of the bonds between the gen- 
eration that is being born and bred in 
Israel and the sources of Judaism. The 
Study of the Scriptures, which for the 
last two hundred years was almost 
Monopolized by the Gentiles, is be- 
coming a characteristically Israeli sub- 
ject, and it is no longer possible to 
study and understand the books of the 
Bible without the aid of the fruits of 
Bible research in Israel. And yet we 
are only at the beginning of our work 
in this field.” 

In the light of this quotation, how 
very very strange that the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis, meeting 
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in Detroit on June . 22nd, voiced its 
unanimous opposition to the practice 
of reading the Bible for devotional 
purposes in public schools. At the same 
time they also expressed opposition to 
released time religious instruction. 


Crime on Radio and TV.—The Na- 
tional Association for Better Radio and 
Television, with headquarters in Los 
Angeles, after a very careful investi- 
gation of the subject, reported that in 
one week, over seven Los Angeles sta- 
tions, their own monitors found on 
these programs 161 murders, 60 “justi- 
fiable” homicides, 192 attempted mur- 
ders, 82 robberies, 24 conspiracies to 
commit murder, 21 jail breaks, 11 ex- 
tortions, etc., all before 9 pm. Re- 
cently an expert on child psychology 
and an associate professor at the Uni- 
versity of Southern California has said 
that he could remember when a child 
that there was only one man in his 
whole family who had a gun. Now- 
adays, he added, you think nothing of 
a gun, it has become an everyday tool 
in our lives. 


A Child’s Impressions.—In a _ recent 
article in the Los Angeles Times we 
are rightly reminded that a child does 
not live in a vacuum. “He’s shaped 
and molded by all the forces that are 
brought to bear on him. His mind is 
like soft clay. It is terribly sensitive 
to outside influences. The effect of 
these influences, moreover, are cumula- 
tive. Brief exposures will make faint 
impressions, long and intense exposures 
will make _ proportionately deeper 
marks. Thus the child who is exposed 
often enough to scenes of murder and 
brutality is not going to come away 
from it all unmarked, they say. Many 
psychiatrists say he’s actually going to 
think of these things as normal and 
commonplace. Now there is nothing 
criminal or delinquent in a child who 
revels in the sight of brutality, or whose 
heart does not extend itself to those 
whose suffering cries out for sympathy; 
but neither, say the critics, is there 
anything to be proud of in such a child. 
In fact if that’s the kind of youth we’re 
going to have, they say, then we’re in 
a bad way indeed. We are face to face 
with a national tragedy.” 


Increase in Comic Books.—I was as- 
tonished the other day to read that 
today, comic books, the vogue of which 
was begun only 20 years ago, now sell 
1 billion copies a year, at a cost of 100 
million dollars which, says the article, 
is four times the budget of all the 
public libraries in America and repre- 
sents more than the cost of the national 
annual book supply for the primary 
and secondary schools of our country. 


Teen-Age Spending Power.—Whatever 
its significance, another report informs 
us that 16 million boys and girls 
between 14 and 19 years of age now 
have combined spending power of 9 
billion dollars a year, and, says the 
article, in five years the number will 
increase to 24 million and their com- 
bined spending power fourteen billion 
dollars. 


Babson and Bible Memorizing.—A 
New England paper has just announced 
that the famous business analyst Roger 
Babson, under the provisions of his 
late wife’s will, has distributed $17,000 
in cash to 266 young people in the city 
of Wellesley, Mass., $1 being paid for 
each Bible verse memorized after the _ 
first 20. Though the idea was originally 
scoffed at, the result is 266 young people 
who have memorized 22,000 verses. 


Four Hundred Million Europeans 
Have Not Heard—It is now esti- 
mated that of the 550 million people 
living in Europe at the present time, 
400 million of them, or about 4 out of 
every 5, have not yet heard the Gospel 
offered in Jesus Christ. It is estimated 
that in Austria, for example, the Gos- 
pel is preached today in less than 25 
places. In France there are 30,000 cities 
and villages without any Gospel wit- 
ness. Europe contains 25% of the world’s 
population. The most astonishing fig- 
ures relate to Spain, where in a popu- 
lation of 29 million there are only 
30,000 Protestants. 


Sunday School Attendance Declines. 
—I suppose everyone would agree that 
there are few areas anywhere in 
America, particularly outside of the 
Bible belt, where Sunday school attend- 
ance reaches such a high figure as in 
the area within 50 miles of Los 
Angeles, Calif. Some of the Sunday 
schools have 2,500 students in attend- 
ance. Now, however, even here there 
seems to be setting in a strange and 
alarming decline, in spite of the fact 
that this is one of the fastest-growing 
communities in the U.S. Recently Dr. 
Grover C. Bagby, Jr., of the First South- 
land Methodist Sunday School of Red- 
lands reported to the conference of his 
denomination that there has been a 
definite drop in Sunday school attend- 
ance during the last fiscal year. For 
this many excuses were offered, but it 
should be remembered that the Los 
Angeles public schools show a steady 
increase in attendance. In fact, in his 
own conference one half of the churches 
showed a definite loss in Sunday school 
attendance while church membership is 
up. At the same conference it was 
estimated that by 1970 there will be 
120,000 unchurched students in this area. 


Are Sunday Schools Emphasizing 
Christian Faith?—Along this line, the 
problem of the loss to the church of 
young people between the ages of 16 
to 24 is being seriously considered. Why 
does the church lose them? A group 
of chaplains and educators, questioned 
by a prominent Episcopal editor replied 
that young people are not getting the 
right view of the Christian faith dur- 
ing their years in Sunday school to 
tide them through the period of doubt- 
ing and questioning that begins late in 
high school and college. The Chaplain 
at Rutgers University said, “In spite 
of Sunday school, most young people 
have never read the Bible, have no 
comprehension of basic doctrines of 
God, man, the Church, salvation, sin, 
and the sacraments.” 
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The Believer’s Diploma 
(Continued from page 621) 


laying down of His life to accomplish 
it. 

Admittedly there are those who are 
naturally lovable. However, this is not 
the divine love commanded by our 
Lord. Conversely there are those who 


have a repulsive personality. They 
grate on our nerves. Christian love 
treats both classes alike. “But,” you 


say, “this is humanly impossible!” And 
you are most certainly right. It would 
not be divine love if it were possible 
for human nature to originate it. In 
John 15:5, our Lord said to His disciples, 
“For without me ye can do nothing.” 
But He, dwelling in our hearts, can 
produce that love-in us, for after all, 
it is Christ loving the world through 
us. 

Three important facts should be noted 
as the basis of divine love in us: 


1. The Fact of Relationship to the 
Father—The natural question sponta- 
neously asked now is the one Nicodemus 
asked of our Lord: “How can these 
things be?” In 1 John 4:8 and 16 we 
find the emphatic words, “God is love.” 
Believers in Christ are “sons [children] 
of God” and “partakers of the divine 
nature” (1 John 3:2; 2 Pet. 1:4). Con- 
sequently, since God is love and we 
are members of His family, then- we 
must have and must show that love. 
It is not our own like or dislike, but 
rather it is God who loves in us. No 
wonder then that the Apostle John 
writes: “He that loveth not knoweth 
not God” (4:8), and further on, in verse 
20, he writes emphatically (shall I say 
bluntly), “If a man say, I love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar.” 
The apostle then takes the affirmative 
position and states the commandment: 
“That he who loveth God love his 
brother also” (v. 21). In chapter five 
he continues in the same vein with a 
declaration followed by a logical con- 
clusion. The declaration is, “Whoso- 
ever believeth that Jesus is the Christ 
is born of God.” The logical conclusion 
is twofold. First, “Every one that loveth 
him that begat [God the Father] loveth 
him also that is begotten of him [the 
one who is a child of God by faith in 
Jesus Christ].” Secondly, “By this we 
know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God, and keep his com- 
mandments” (1 John 5:1, 2). In other 
words, by the very fact that we sin- 
cerely love God and keep His com- 
mandments, we know that we love His 
children. “The love of God and the 
love of the brethren do in fact include 
each other” (Westcott). 


2. The Fact of Our Relationship to 
the Son.—The shortest definition of 
Christianity is given in Colossians 1: 
27: “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 
Since He is in us, and all true believers 
in Him, and He loves all, then we love 
them all as well. The Christ who is in 
me loves the Christ who is in every 
brother. “Having loved his own which 
were in, the world, he loved them unto 
the end” (John 13:1). 
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3. The Fact of Our Relationship to 
the Holy Spirit—The Holy Spirit in- 
habits the believers (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19). 
The Word teaches us that “the love of 
God hath been shed abroad in our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit which 
was given unto us” (Rom. 5:5, A.S.V.). 
And since the Holy Spirit has shed 
abroad God’s love in our hearts, and 
this love is to all, then we ought to 
have that love to all. Furthermore, in 
the beautiful cluster of graces called 
“the fruit of the Spirit” love is the 
first one named (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

The basis of divine love, therefore, is 
our relationship to the Father, to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit. We must 


Chatterbox 


accept this as a living, energizing fact 
—accept it by faith. Having accepted 
this divine love as an integral part of 
our salvation, we should seek to give 
it full play in our daily life. 

As a human illustration, let us take 


our love for our relatives. We do not 
love our children, for example, because 
they are sinless, or because they have 
lovable dispositions. We love them sim- 
ply because they are our children. We 
see—or think we see—virtues in them 
that no other eye sees. We overlook 
faults in them that are glaring to other 
eyes. And all this because of the fact 
of our relationship. 


(To be continued) 


A pupil requiring insight and patience 


S THERE anyone that teaches a class 

of teen-age boys and girls who can 
declare that he does not have a chatter- 
box in his Sunday school class every 
Sunday morning? 

In thirty-five years of teaching teen- 
age youngsters I can remember only 
two classes in which I did not have one 
or more incessant chatterers in the class. 
Such pupils disturb the teacher and the 
members who want to hear the lesson. 
These youngsters used to annoy me, and 
I would note how good it was to teach 
my class when the chatterboxes were 
absent. I almost wished they would be 
absent more often. I thought I was ac- 
complishing more when the class was 
attentive, and perhaps I was. Certainly 
it ‘was nicer to teach the lessons without 
these interruptions, but what would be- 
come of the chatterbox then? Some- 
thing within told me that he needed 
the lessons more than the attentive ones. 

I thought seriously about this. In 
every case he or she (usually he) was a 
lovable youngster, bubbling over with 
life and just too restless and full of en- 
ergy to be quiet. When I questioned 
him concerning the lessons, I found that 
he usually remembered as much of the 
lessons as the more attentive pupil, 
though I never could understand how. 

I pondered what to do about this dis- 
respect in my class, even considering 
giving up teaching, reasoning that for 
some other teacher they might be less 
talkative and more attentive. I prayed 
about it, and the solution seemed to 
dawn on me like a sunburst from be- 
hind a dark cloud: Since the only prob- 
lem was that they talked too much, I 
should give them the lesson to talk 
about. 

I gave chatterbox the job of reading 
the lesson, every word, slowly and ac- 
curately. Every mispronounced word I 
had him repeat and pronounce properly. 
When I would stop him to explain 
various phases of the lesson, I would 
bring him into the discussions, and each 
time he would begin to chatter I would 
ask him to read again. I would practice 
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this for several Sundays; then I would 
take over again. My plan began to work. 

No matter how much chatterboxes 
annoyed me, I never let them know it. 
I might have had better discipline if I 
had been more stern, but I might have 
had poorer attendance, too. It takes 
very little more than dislike for their 
teacher to make teen-age boys or girls 
stop coming to Sunday school. And if 
they give up their attendance at this 
age, they are lost to the church. I pa- 
tiently work with them and trust that 
they will be more attentive in the next 
class if we can keep them coming. 

My finest reward for patience with a 
chatterbox came this past Christmas 
when I received a greeting card from 
one I had in class more than ten years 
ago. This boy had gone from our youth 
department, and I had nearly lost track 
of him; then I heard from him in this 
unexpected manner. 

I opened the card and read. 

My Dear S. S. Teacher: 

I know you will be surprised to 
hear from me. I have a good job in 
Washington now, and want you to 
know that what you taught us back in 
the Cresaptown Sunday School has 
helped me stay on the right road here 
in the city; and I want to thank you 
for being so patient with us. You might 
have thought I didn’t get the lessons 
you taught, but I. did. I still go to 
Sunday school every Sunday, and often 
think of you and the good times we 
used to have. 

Sincerely, 
George 
CUMBERLAND, Mp. 


ve 


A seasonable, steady performance of 
secret duties in their proper hours, and 
a careful improvement of all time, fill- 
ing up every hour with some profitable 
labor, either of heart, head, or hands, 
are excellent means of spiritual peace 
and boldness before God. Christ, in- 
deed, is our peace, and by Him we have 
boldness of access to God.—David 
Brainerd. 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Isa. 30:1 Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Lorp, 
that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a 
covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin: 

2 That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at 
my mouth; to strengthen themselves in the strength of 
Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt! 

3 Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, 
and the trust in the shadow of Esypt ataal confusion. 


International Uniform Lesson 








THE DANGER OF MILITARY ALLIANCES 
Isaiah 30; 31; 20; 36:1 to 37:20 (In this order); printed text, 30:1-3, 15-18 


Golden Text.—In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence 


shall be your strength.—Isa. 30:15 


16 But ye said, No; for we will flee upon horses; there- 


fore shall ye flee: and, We will ride upon the Swift; there- 
fore shall they that pursue you be swift. 

17 One thousand shall flee at the rebuke of one; at the 
rebuke of five shall ye flee: till ye be left as a beacon upon 
the top of a mountain, and as an ensign on an hill 

18 And therefore will the Lorp wait, that he may be 
gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that 
he may have mercy upon you: for the Lorp is a God of 


judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him. 


15 For on saith the Send God, the Holy ne of Israel; 


In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and 
in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 

UDAH was actually a rather petty 

kingdom lying between two great 

rival world powers—Egypt and As- 
syria. Both of these powers were com- 
peting for supremacy, and each loomed 
on Judah’s horizon as a formidable 
threat to her very existence. Of the 
two, Assyria seemed to be more threat- 
ening, for only a few years earlier her 
armies had invaded the northern king- 
dom, Israel, and destroyed it com- 
pletely. Now the same prospect was 
menacing the southern kingdom. 

In the light of these circumstances, 
national security seemed to demand 
that the kingdom make an alliance with 
Egypt for the sake of self-preservation. 
The stern voice of Isaiah, Judah’s faith- 
ful prophet, warned that such a policy 
would be one of distrust in the living 
God. If followed, it would issue in 
self-destruction rather than self-preser- 
vation. Their security lay in their re- 
liance upon Jehovah alone. 

Godly Hezekiah, the king, heeded the 
word, and succeeded in leading his sub- 
jects in national self-judgment and full 
dependence upon Heaven for deliver- 
ance. Such a course always brings tri- 
umph and victory. 


Verse by Verse 

Isa. 30:1.—“Woe to the rebellious chil- 
dren, saith the Lord, that take counsel, 
but not of me ... that they may add 
sin to sin.” These “children” who were 
acting rebelliously were not heathen, 
of course, but Israelites who feared an 
enemy invasion. They frantically 
Sought advice of everyone but Jehovah. 


Him they were ignoring. They added * 


sin to sin by thus resting in human 
wisdom and rejecting their true Pro- 
tector. 


Verse 2—“That walk to go down into 
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Egypt, and have not asked at my 
mouth; to strengthen themselves in the 
strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in 
the shadow of Egypt!” Egypt was 
“down,” both geographically and spir- 
itually. To make that descent was to 
turn one’s back upon the Lord and to 
resort to the country from which they 
had been nationally delivered. This was 
real apostasy. 


Verse 3.—“Therefore shall the 
strength of Pharaoh be your shame, 
and the trust in the shadow of Egypt 
your confusion.” If they persisted in 
such a course, they would experience 
just the opposite of their desires. Instead 
of Pharaoh’s becoming their protector 
he would prove to be their de- 
stroyer. He would use his strength for 
their discomfort. 


Verse 15.—“For thus saith the Lord 
God, the Holy One of Israel; In return- 
ing and rest shall ye be saved; in 
quietness and in confidence shall be 
your strength: and ye would not.” 
Here is the true recipe for all sal- 
vation. It is not found in departing 
but in returning. It is not found in 
struggling but in resting. But those 
final three words, “ye would not,” are 
terribly sad, and they reveal God’s 
broken heart. How they remind us of 
the Saviour’s lament over the Jeru- 
salem of a later day! (See Matt. 23: 
37.) 


Verse 16—“But ye said, No; for we 
will flee upon horses; therefore shall 
ye flee: and, We will ride upon the 
swift; therefore shall they that pursue 
you be swift.” Their refusal to rely 
upon Jehovah their God, coupled with 
their determination to rely upon flight 
would only invite disaster. Their foes 
could also ride swift horses! 


Verse 17—“One thousand shall flee 
at the rebuke of one; at the rebuke of 
five shall ye flee: till ye be left as a 
beacon upon the top of a mountain, 
In their 


and as an ensign on an hill.” 








earlier history Moses had assured these 
very people that if they obeyed the 
Lord their God they would be superior 
to every foe.. “Five of you shall chase 
an hundred, and an hundred of you 
shall put ten thousand to flight” (Lev. 
26:8). But now their backslidings had 
sapped their vitality and bereft them 
of all courage, so that only one of their 
foes was required to throw a thousand 
Israelites into panic. The enemy would 
destroy them so thoroughly that their 
kingdom would become like a bald 
hill with only a bit of a tattered flag 
upon it, a mere remnant and memorial, 
with all the world wondering at their 
being so reduced, yet preserved. 


Verse 18—“And therefore will the 
Lord wait, that he may be gracious 
unto you, and therefore will he be ex- 
alted, that he may have mercy upon 
you: for the Lord is a God of judg- 
ment: blessed are all they that wait 
for him.” The simple meaning of this 
statement is that the Lord, whose right- 
eousness demands that disobedience be 
punished, is also gracious and merciful 
toward all who turn contritely to Him. 
He -can only wait until this contrition 
is evidenced, but just as soon as it ap- 
pears He acts for the supplicant. His 
mercy, not His wrath, is then their 
portion. 

Sometimes He makes us also wait on 
Him, even when we are enjoying His 
fellowship. But those who in faith 
wait for God’s action, rather than tak- 
ing things into their own hands, He 
richly rewards. Happy are such per- 
sons. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

To turn to human resources for deliv- 
erance when adversity crowds in upon 
us with threats of terror is to court 
disaster. This is really an insult to 
God. In such a course He may just 
stand by and let us experience the 
bitter results of our folly. We may be 
allowed to pierce ourselves through 
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with many sorrows, and reap of the 
flesh its awful corruption. 

In the context of Israel’s history God’s 
prophets had repeatedly warned them 
against depending on human help in 
their difficulties, and if at times their 
“mouth was filled with gravel” they 
had only themselves to blame. 

On the other hand, the Lord God is 
fully trustworthy, as good King Heze- 
kiah proved when the insolent God- 
defying Rabshakeh was thundering at 
the gates of Jerusalem. 

Egypt represents the world (see Rev. 
11:86). Its arts, inventions, pomp, power, 
wealth, and pleasures all beckon for 
our confidence. Our treacherous hearts 
would surrender the keys of the citadel 
and yield to its seductions. Our fallen 
natures would much prefer to trust the 
world rather than the living God. But 
our real security lies only in following 
the example of Hezekiah, who demon- 
strated the glorious truth that “God is 
our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble” (Psa. 46:1). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The warnings against false 
fidences (Isa. 30:1-14; 31) 

2. The wooings of Jehovah and the fruit 
of true confidence (30:15, 18-26) 

3. The witness of Jehovah’s power to 
those who confide in Him (36:1 
to 37: 20) 


Topics for Development 


The Prophet’s Role in Times of Na- 
tional Crisis. It is very noticeable in 
this lesson that the Prophet Isaiah was 
one of the principal leaders in this 
hour of national emergency. He was 
neither cloistered nor inaccessible, but 
immediately on hand with the right 
word for the times. 

His ministry, therefore, was bold and 
assuring (read again 37:6, 7). Heze- 
kiah’s delegates had come to him 
clothed in sackcloth. The city desper- 
ately needed help. And here was God’s 
man with the word for the crisis—a 
word that was glorifying to God and of 
tremendous encouragement to the har- 
rassed citizens. 

We Christians are God’s messengers 
today. He delights to speak through 
us. And we must not forget that the 
world is facing a most ominous to- 
morrow. The heavens are black with 
oncoming judgment. The Christian wit- 
ness today must avoid that detachment 
that makes him indifferent to circum- 
stances all about him. 

All the true prophets in Bible days 
were men who brought fresh words 
from God, the word that applied 
to existing circumstances. Sometimes 
these messages were extremely unpop- 
ular; sometimes they were most encour- 
aging. Nevertheless they delivered 
them forthrightly, remembering the ad- 
monition, “He that hath my word, let 
him speak my word faithfully” (Jer. 
23: 28) . 


Practical Applications 
Why do the Prophets 


con- 


repeatedly 


warn against resorting to Egypt? 
In the Old Testament there were 
three countries and cities that were to 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. August 21.—Isaiah Denounces Social 
and Personal Evils (Temperance). 
Isaiah 5:1-24 


Next Week’s Lesson 


10. September 4——God’s Hand in History. 
Isaiah 10:5-34; 14:24-27; 37:21-37 








be avoided: Sodom, Babylon, and 
Egypt. Why? Because all three sym- 
bolize the world; but in different as- 
pects. Sodom pictures the world in 
its corruption; Babylon, its false re- 
ligion; and Egypt, the world in its in- 
dependence of God. Pharaoh and his 
people worshiped the Nile, and beasts, 
and creeping things. The Nile was the 


source of ‘the country’s fertility. 
Thus they looked own for their 
prosperity. In contrast, the land of 


Canaan and its people looked up, for 
they were dependent on heaven’s rains 
(see Deut. 11:10, 11; Ezek. 29:2, 3). 
Thus the people of God have ever 
been a dependent people, whereas the 
worldling brushes aside any such at- 
titude. 

The world today boasts loudly of its 
progress. Man points proudly to his 
achievements, and utterly disregards 
the Almighty. Why bother? He does 
not need Him! 

Do we take this attitude sometimes 
—unconsciously perhaps—especially 
when circumstances are sunny and ma- 
terial possessions increased? If so, then 
we are worldly! This is opposed to the 
Father, and constitutes, in fact, spir- 
itual adultery. This is what James de- 
clares and against which John warns 
(see Jas. 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17). 

Worldliness is “going down to Egypt 
for help” in the sense that it transfers 
the confidence of our hearts from the 
great invisible arm of the Lord to the 
visible things of time and sense. And 
these things become our confidence, and 
may even become the objects of our 
worship. 

Worldliness, therefore, is much more 
than a list of taboos; it is an attitude, 
and one that is the very antithesis of 
true Christian allegiance and trust. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 

HAT two world powers were 

threatening Judah in Isaiah’s day? 


2. Which of these powers had suc- 
ceeded against Israel in the north? 


3. What was Judah tempted to do 
under these circumstances? 

4. What was Isaiah’s counsel? 

5. Why were military alliances wrong 
for Judah? 

6. How does this apply to us today? 


7. What attitude did Hezekiah take 
when the enemy demanded surrender? 

8. How did the Lord intervene? 

9. Give one reason why his prayer 
was heard. 

10. In what way are we in danger 
of “going down to Egypt for help”? 

(Answers on page 628) 


The Holy Spirit has engaged the be- 
liever to Christ, the heavenly Bride- 
groom, and He wants us to abide in 
spiritual chastity and allow no other 
lovers to share our hearts. 


Golden Text 


Isa. 30:15.—“In returning and rest 
shall ye be saved; in quietness and in 
confidence shall be your strength.” This 
returning and resting is just the op- 
posite to departing and working. This 
latter is the Devil’s way of salvation. 
The former is Ged’s way. 

First of all, we must return because 
we have been away. Sin has put us at 
a far distance. Hence we must come 
back to Him in contrition, and humbly 
accept His pardon and cleansing. Sec- 
ond, we find rest only when we rest in 
Christ and His o_ sacrifice for us on 
the cross. 

Then, after we come to Him for sal- 
vation we will find His quietness and 
His confidence brings true strength. 
“When my weakness leaneth on His 
might, all is right.” 

West Patm BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 








SuGGESTED HyMNS 


“To God Be the Glory” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 

“T’ve Wandered Far Away From God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose care is ever about 
us, we thank Thee for Thy careful- 
ness to warn us against ways of sin 
and folly and the perils of forsaking 
Thee and leaning on the arm of man. 
Forgive us for straying from Thee and 
for all our disobedience to Thee. Re- 
cover us to Thyself and to a walk 
with Thee. Look in mercy on our 
troubled world and show men their 
need of Thee and Thy saving power. 
Take the spirit of rebellion from men 
and make us all gladly willing to yield 
to Thy control. Bless this lesson study 
to all who ponder it and help us to 
put its lessons into practice. Grant 
suitable mercies to all who suffer in 
body, mind, or spirit. Bless the spread 
of the Gospel among the nations and 
bring the time when Christ shall rule 
in every place and the kingdom and 
power of darkness end. Hear our 
prayer for the sake of Thy dear Son. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—God’s people, in 
Isaiah’s time, were fearful of the threat- 
ening strength of Assyria and had sent 
an embassy to Egypt. They sought 
Egyptian aid in a defense pact. But 
to be allied to a heathen power was 
neither right nor wise for Judah and 
God was against it. It was to turn 


from heavenly help to earthly, and 
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from a heathen source. So God warns 
them through Isaiah against relying on 
Egypt when He stood ready to help 
them. The way Israel should take is 
given in the Golden Text: “In return- 
ing and rest shall ye be saved; in quiet- 
ness and in confidence shall be your 
strength” (Isa. 30:15). They must re- 





SALVATION STILL COMES 


BY Resrinc° ix THE LORD 


turn from seeking Egypt’s help and are 
instead to trust God to save them. 

“In returning and rest shall ye be 
saved,” says God, and this holds true 
for all who wander from the Lord. 
They must return from their straying 
in folly and sin, must return to the 
Lord and rest themselves and all their 
need in His hands. Look at those 
words, “returning and rest.” Return- 
ing is repenting, changing from one 
course to another, the wrong to the 
right. Rest is putting trust in God 
and His saving power, the thing we do 
when we accept Christ as our Saviour. 
Then we rest our case in His care. 
Then for us it becomes true, “In re- 
turning and rest ye shall be saved.” 
Then, instead of fear and panic we 
have quietness of heart by putting our 
confidence in the Lord. In such quiet- 
ness and confidence we are strong be- 
fore all life’s perils and problems. 

Stayed upon Jehovah 
earts are fully blest: 
Finding as He promised 


Perfect peace and rest. 
—F. R. Havergal 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Woe to the rebellious children... 
(Isa. 30:1).—At the very beginning of 
his prophecy, Isaiah informed the peo- 
ple that God called them “children” 
that have “rebelled against me” (1:2). 
And Isaiah also warned them that if 
they continued to “refuse and rebel,” 
they would “be devoured with the 
Sword” (1:20). 

At the opening of our lesson, the peo- 
ple are again called rebellious children. 
They took counsel, but not of the Lord; 
they covered themselves, or made a 
covenant, but not such as God by His 
Spirit approved. 

Since these things “are written for our 
admonition,” we do well to personally 
ask: “Do I ask counsel in all my dif- 
ficulties and dilemmas of Him whose 
name is Counsellor”? 

He is ever ready and willing to give 
counsel even to such as the Laodiceans 
(Rev. 3:18). “Him who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own 


” 
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will” (Eph. 1:11). And His counsel 
shall stand (Prov. 19:21). It is to our 
loss when, instead of consulting the 
Lord, we follow the advice of the 
worldly wise. King Rehoboam made 
the mistake of his life, when he “con- 
sulted with the young men that were 
grown up with him” (1 Kings 12:8). 

We know a dear sister who lamented 
for years that she rebelled at the Lord’s 
counsel regarding marriage. Let us not 
miss the blessing pertaining to those 
who walk not “in the counsel of the 
ungodly” (Psa. 1:1). 


“.,. . the strength of Pharaoh and... 
the shadow of Egypt” (Isa. 30:2).—At 
the beginning of their national history, 
the Lord delivered Israel from the 
strength of Pharaoh, and the shadow of 
Egypt, and they sang: “The Lord is my 
strength” (Exod. 15:2). And they were 
abiding under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty, symbolized by the pillar of 
cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by 
night (14:21, 22). 

They should have had enough of 
Pharaoh and Egypt for the remainder 
of their history, but here we see them 
walking “to go down into Egypt.” 
They found to their sorrow that it was 
a costly experience. The prophet men- 
tions the beasts laden with gifts for 
Pharaoh, crossing the desert wherein 
were lions and “fiery flying serpents.” 
It was also a shameful experience, for 
Egypt kept the gifts but did nothing to 
help Israel (Isa. 30:5). 

How much more satisfactory it would 
have been for them if they had counted 
on the strength of the Lord’s everlasting 
arms and had trusted in the shadow of 
the Almighty! 

Instead of walking toward Egypt, 
they should have gone to that spot be- 
tween Mizpeh and Shen, and they 
should have taken a good look at that 
stone called “Ebenezer,” and _ said: 
“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us,” 
and He will help us now (1 Sam. 7:12). 

Have we not found it both expensive 
and shameful to forget our “Ebenezers” 
and solicit help from the world—of 
which Egypt is a type? Since the Lord 
has assured us of His abiding presence, 
let us say in every time of trouble, 
“The Lord is my helper, and I will not 
fear what man shall do unto me” (Heb. 
13:6). 


“... in returning and rest shall ye be 
saved ...” (Isa. 30:15).—What a sim- 
ple way out of their confusion! In- 
stead of going from, return to the Lord. 
And instead of making costly prepara- 
tions for war, rest in the Lord. He 
would save them from their enemies. 

Could a worldly minded child of God 
ask for anything simpler or more ef- 
fective than this word of the Lord: “If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:9). 

It is to be regretted that the Lord had 
to add the sad words: “ye would not!” 
Refusing the Lord’s way, they went on 
to defeat and ultimately to captivity. 

Why does anyone remain in a back- 
slidden condition of soul? Is it not his 








refusal to humble himself to confess 
and forsake the sin which made him a 
backslider? 


“And therefore will the Lord wait, 
that he may be gracious unto you...” 
(Isa. 30:18).—How enduring is the pa- 
tience of the Lord! He has had a very 
long waiting period—and He is still 
waiting! This prophecy has not been 
fulfilled as yet, but it will be after Is- 
rael passes through the Great Tribu- 
lation. 

Israel will then cry, as she has never 
cried before: The Lord will hear and 
answer. Her tears will be wiped away; 
her troubles ended, and her enemies 
conquered. Israel and her land will en- 
joy millennial prosperity and glory! 

A stone can be seen in the museum 
in Cairo, on which are recorded the 
victories of Rameses II. The inscrip- 
tion concludes: “Israel is annihilated, 
Israel will have no posterity!” 

One smiles as he reads that inscription, 
but if that stone is in existence when 
Israel is elevated to become head of the 
nations, what a laugh it will produce! 


Wawona, CALIF. 





Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I see a great king, with 

bowed head and a packet in his 
hand, entering the place of prayer. His 
attendants pause at the door, while the 
king approaches the altar, kneels, and, 
opening the packet, spreads a parchment 
out before the Lord. It is a threatening 
letter from a very powerful enemy, and 
the king begs the Lord to look at it 
with His own eyes and to hear with His 
own ears the king’s prayer for help, 
and with His own power to save Judah 
from destruction. 

Fellows, King Hezekiah was in an 
awfully tight place. That Rabshakeh, 
Sennacherib’s general, was just outside 
the gates of Jerusalem with an army 
large and powerful enough to destroy 
the city in short order; and he was rear- 
ing to do it. He had sent a curt and 
scornful letter to King Hezekiah, de- 
manding instant surrender. He had 
mocked Hezekiah’s ministers and 
laughed to scorn the God of Israel. This 
was the letter that Hezekiah spread 
before the Lord. 

And the Lord made prompt answer 
to King Hezekiah, telling him He would 
put a hook in Sennacherib’s nose and a 
bridle on his mouth and turn him back 
by the way he came. Moreover, this 
was followed by quick action, for the 
angel of the Lord went forth that night 
and slew one hundred and eighty-five 
thousand of the Assyrian army! And 
the great, powerful, boasting Senna- 
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cherib went back home with a hook 
in his nose. 

Oh, how wonderfully God works for 
those who look up in His face and 
trust Him! 

Let’s thank King Hezekiah today, fel- 
lows, for teaching us two good things 
to know—two good things to know in 
this twentieth century. The first is that 
God specializes in the impossible. For 
all things are possible with God—even 
the impossible. And the second is that 
God will see and hear and answer when 
you and I spread the matter before 
Him and seek His help. 

But there is yet something else to 
Hezekiah’s method and spirit. If you 
will look back in 2 Chronicles, twenty- 
ninth to thirty-first chapters, you will 
see that Hezekiah early in his young 
manhood, upon ascending the throne, 
dedicated his life to serve the Lord. 
His father Ahaz had deserted Jehovah 
for the idols of Syria and had closed 
up the Temple of the Lord; but Heze- 
kiah opened it up again and restored 
the true worship. God honors them 
that honor Him, so when Hezekiah’s 
peril came he went to God with a con- 
fidence that only His true servant can 
have. And you will notice that Heze- 
kiah’s prayer was like that of David 
before Goliath (implied) and Elijah on 
Mt. Carmel; it was that God would 
honor Himself in His answer. “Now 
therefore, O Lord our God, save us 
from ‘his hand, that all the kingdoms 
of the earth may know that thou art 
the Lord, even thou only” (Isa. 37:20). 

And what for you and me, fellows? 
Well, this: We, too, have our difficul- 
ties—sometimes they are very serious, 
even impossible to overcome in our 
human weakness. Spread them out be- 
fore the Lord. Just get off by yourself 
somewhere and say, “Now, Lord, just 
look at this. What shall I do?” But 
don’t forget we must ask Him to work 
it out in a way that will honor His 
name and show to others through us 
that He is our wonderful Saviour. It 
may not be done just as we would 
have chosen; but if we are willing for 
Him to work it out in His own way, 
we will win a great victory. 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we will finish learning He- 
brews 1:5, and then we will repeat 
together the first five verses of the 
chapter. 
Last Sunday we read Isaiah’s mes- 
sage to Israel, as he told the Vineyard 
parable. That message should have 


made them realize that God, who had 
so abundantly blessed and cared for 
them, deserved that they bring forth 
fruit for Him. 
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This morning we will read Isaiah 30: 
1-3, and then I hope one of you will tell 
in her own words what Isaiah warned 
Israel not to do. (They were not to 
trust in Egypt for help against their 
enemies.) Right. Their particular en- 
emy at this time was Assyria. And this 
message seems to have done good, be- 
cause when the Assyrians invaded Ju- 
dah, the people led by good King 
Hezekiah, did put their trust in the 
Lord, not in Egypt. 

Let us read about this: First Isaiah 
36:1-7. Here Rabshakeh, the Assyrian 
army captain, called on Judah to make 
a complete surrender. He had already 
taken some of their towns, and all of 
the surrounding countries including the 
northern kingdom of Israel. He told the 
Jews that if they trusted in Egypt, they 
would find Pharaoh false. That part of 
what he said was true, but he was all 
wrong when he told them it was no 
good to trust in their God. Rabshakeh 
had heard that Hezekiah had taken 
away the high places of worship from 
his country. He supposed that Heze- 
kiah was destroying places where Israel’s 
God was worshiped. Actually Heze- 
kiah was doing the Lord’s will, for 
He had commanded His people to wor- 
ship only in the Temple at Jerusalem. 
The high places had been made for the 
worship of false gods. 

At this time the Assyrians were at the 
height of their power, and considered it 
absurd that this little country of Judah 
could hold out against them. They had 
destroyed much larger nations. But 
they had no knowledge of the living 
God, or of His power. 

After interviewing Hezekiah’s dele- 
gates, in the verses we have just read, 
Rabshakeh declared that the Lord had 
told him to destroy Judah. He told this 
lie to break down their morale. 

Then he shouted a message to all 
Jews within hearing distance. Let us 
read what he said, from Isaiah 36:13- 
20. Rabshakeh knew no difference be- 
tween the God of Israel and the idols of 
the nations he had already conquered. 
Because the gods of the other nations 
had not been able to resist the might of 
Assyria, he reasoned that Judah would 
likewise fall. 

The Jews did not answer him because 
Hezekiah had told them not to. But the 
three delegates were in great distress. 
They tore their clothes and returned to 
tell Hezekiah what Rabshakeh had said. 
The king tore his clothes, too, and put 
on sackcloth. No wonder they were all 
dismayed. There was no hope for them, 
except in God. If an enemy much more 
powerful than we invaded our land, 
how would we feel? I hope we would 
turn for help to the very same person 
to whom Hezekiah turned. He went 
into the house of the Lord and sent mes- 
sengers to tell Isaiah what Rabshakeh 
had said, and to ask him to pray. Read 
the message in Isaiah 37:4. 

In answer to prayer God sent the 
Ethiopians to fight the Assyrians, so 
that Rabshakeh and his army had to 
withdraw from Judah. But he sent a 
letter to Hezekiah. Let us read the part 
of it in Isaiah 37:10, 11. 














When the king received that letter, 
he went to the Temple, and spread it 
out before the Lord. Let us read his 
prayer in verses 15-20: Hezekiah was 
not looking to some other nation for de- 
liverance, but only to God. 

Isaiah told him that God would an- 
swer his prayer. Read verses 33-35, 
What a wonderful promise this was! 
All the Jews who trusted in the Lord 
with all their hearts must have been 
greatly comforted. But those who 
lacked faith in God would still be wor- 
ried, because it did not look as if God’s 
promise could be fulfilled. The As- 
syrian army returned and again be- 
sieged Jerusalem. Judah was still just 
as small and helpless, but see what 
happened in verses 36, 37! Judah was 
delivered, without having to shoot one 
arrow! The Lord sent an angel, who 
destroyed the Assyrian army. Did the 
Assyrians realize that this was the hand 
of God? At any rate Judah was de- 
livered, just as God had promised it 
would be. 

What lesson can we learn from this 
story? (That God can do anything.) 
Very good. The safety of our nation can 
best be secured, not by increasing arm- 
aments and the number of our allies, 
but by getting right with God, and 
trusting wholly in Him. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 626) 


1. Egypt and Assyria were threaten- 
ing Judah. 


2. Assyria had conquered Israel. 


3. Judah was tempted to trust a mil- 
itary alliance with Egypt. 


4. He warned against such an alli- 
ance. 


5. Such agreements were fatal to 
full dependence upon God. 


6. To trust in man rather than the 
living God is an evidence of unbelief 
in His power to undertake for us. 

7. Hezekiah and his court humbled 
themselves and sought the Lord’s de- 
liverance. 


8. He sent a blast upon the Assyrian 
army. 

9. His prayer was heard because he 
desired that earth’s kingdoms might 
know that the Lord is the only true 
God (Isa. 37:20). 


10. We do so when we lean upon 
worldly principles and possessions ra- 
ther than the living Lord. 


West PaLm BEACH, FLA. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Prayer in Time of Danger 
(Isa. 37:14-20) 


Y THE time Isaiah was a grand- 

father (replace earlier flannelgraph 
figure by an older man), “cold war” had 
turned to “hot.” King and people for 
years had forgotten that the Lord was 
the great King. They had not obeyed 
His commands (Isa. 1:16, 17). The 
Temple had been shut up, idols were 
everywhere. Then came a new king in 
Isaiah’s cousin’s family (figure of king). 
King Hezekiah opened the Temple, got 
rid of the idols, and turned the people 
back to “walk” in “the ways of the 
Lord.” But war was coming! Hezekiah 
got ready for it as best he could. 


The “Communists” of those days were 
the Assyrians (map). Country after 
country, city after city, surrendered or 
was conquered. Israel had been con- 
quered and its people carried away. 
The cities of Judah were conquered, 
and part of the foreign army now 
camped around Jerusalem, the capital 
city. Only one other country in that 
part of the world remained uncon- 
quered, Egypt-Ethiopia. Will Hezekiah 
surrender? 

“Khrushchev” — Sennacherib — sent 
three top officials to arrange for sur- 
render. (Scene of city wall, small fig- 
ures on its top, officials in the fore- 
ground.) Hezekiah sent three men out 
to meet them. Sennacherib’s agent be- 
gan: “Give Hezekiah this message. The 
great king, the king of Assyria, says, 
What are you trusting in, that you hold 
out against me? Egypt? That is a 
broken stick to lean on, it would go 
right through a man’s hand! Are you 
trusting in the Lord your God? Why, 
Hezekiah has had all the places to wor- 
ship Him taken away, just one altar 
left! Soldiers? I'll give you two thou- 
sand horses if you have trained men to 
ride them! The Lord told me to come 
against this country and destroy it!” 


Hezekiah’s men said, “Speak in an- 
other language we understand; don’t 
talk in the Jewish language, so all the 
people on the wall can hear.” But the 
officer turned to the people on the wall 
and spoke louder: “Listen to the words 
of the great king, the king of Assyria! 
Don’t let Hezekiah fool you; he will not 
be able to save you. Don’t let him get 
you to trust in the-Lord by saying, ‘The 
Lord will save us.’ Don’t listen to Heze- 
kiah, for the king of Assyria says, 
‘Make an agreement with me and sur- 
render. Then you can live in your own 
homes until I come and take you to 
another land as fine as your own. 
Have any of the gods of other countries 
Saved them? Then how could the Lord 
Save Jerusalem from me?’” The people 
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on the wall followed Hezekiah’s orders, 
and did not answer. 


Hezekiah’s men reported to the king. 
The king went to the Temple. He sent 
two of his men, with the leading priests, 
to Isaiah to ask him to pray. Isaiah 
sent back word to the king: “The Lord 
says, ‘Do not be afraid of the words you 
have heard, the way the servants of the 
king of Assyria have spoken against 
Me. I will give the king an idea. He 
will hear news, and go back to his 
own country. And I will have him 
killed in his own land.’” 

Yes, the king of Assyria did hear news 
—that the king of Egypt and Ethiopia 
was coming to attack him! He could 
not stop to capture Hezekiah now. But 
he sent a letter. (Scene of Hezekiah 
and messengers.) “Do not let your 
God, in whom you trust, fool you by 
saying that Jerusalem will not be taken 
by the king of Assyria. You have 
heard what the kings of Assyria have 
done to all countries—entirely con- 
quered them. Have their gods saved 
them? Where are their kings now?” 
Hezekiah went to the Temple and 
showed the letter to the Lord. Listen 
to his prayer. (Scene of Hezekiah be- 
fore altar. Read Isa. 37:16- — Will 
the Lord save them? 

“What time I am afraid, I will trust 
in thee” (Psa. 56:3, Memory Verse). 
What are you afraid of? 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AMID lives away up in the north- 
ern part of Africa in the country 
called Morocco. Most of the people in 
that land know nothing of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Why? 
Because very few Christians have gone 


to tell the people there of the coming . 


to earth of God the Son. 
Hamid learned a_ terrible’ thing. 
His little sister, Kinza, was blind! 
Hamid dearly loved Kinza. And noth- 
ing could be worse than for his dear 
baby sister to be blind. Hamid, like all 
Moroccan boys, hated darkness. The 
very thought of his little sister’s wan- 
dering all through her life in pitch- 
black darkness was more than Hamid 
could stand. 

The moment he and his mother real- 
ized that Kinza was blind, they rushed 
to the tomb of one of the saints. The 
only god that Hamid and his mother 
knew, was not the true and living God 
of Heaven. They did not know the 
Saviour sent from Heaven. Instead, they 
thought that Mohammed was the son of 
God. And it was to the tomb of one of 
the saints of Mohammed that Hamid 
and his mother went to pray. They 
placed Kinza at the door of the tomb, 
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wrote a prayer on a slip of paper, hung 
it on a nearby branch, and prayed that 
the saint would make their precious 
Kinza to see. 

They prayed and prayed and prayed. 
And then they turned to Kinza. They 
looked deeply into her eyes. They 
waved their hands before her eyes. But 
she did not blink. She did not notice 
them. Kinza was still blind! Their 
“saint” had not answered their prayers. 
How disappointed they were as they 
started home. And they were not the 
only disappointed ones. Many, many 
others have come to that tomb. They, 
too, have tied their prayers on the 


branches. They have prayed and 
prayed and prayed. And they have 
gone home disappointed. Why? Be- 


cause they were not praying to the liv- 
ing God of Heaven in the name of His 
dear Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, if 
only someone had told them of Him! 


In the long, long ago, there was a man 
who did know the true and living God 
of Heaven. He knew, too, that He 
should pray to His Heavenly Father. 
That man’s name was Hezekiah. 


Some of the enemies of God’s people 
were making fun of the people of God. 
Not only did they laugh at the people 
of God but they laughed at God Him- 
self. They had gone to war against 
many of the cities where God’s people 
lived. And they had won many, many 
battles. They had taken hundreds and 
thousands (200,150) of people as slaves! 
So the enemies laughed at Hezekiah 
and at his people. But Hezekiah loved 
God with all of his heart. He believed 
in God. He believed that God could 
care for His own. As soon as he re- 
ceived a letter from the enemies of God, 
asking him and his people to give them 
the city of Jerusalem—give it to them 
without having a battle—Hezekiah 
went to God’s house. He prayed ear- 
nestly to God. He cried, “Thou art the 
God, even thou alone, of all the king- 
doms of the earth: thou hast made 
heaven and earth” (Isa. 37:16). Before 
he asked for anything, Hezekiah wor- 
shiped God—the true and living God of 
Heaven. 

Then he begged, “O Lord, listen. O 
Lord, see. Hear all the words of our 
enemy (Sennacherib), who has sent his 
servant to defy the living God” (v. 17). 
‘Hezekiah told God (though God knew 
all about it) what the enemy had done. 
He ended his prayer crying, “Now 
therefore, O Lord our God, save us from 
his hand [our enemy], that all the king- 
doms of the earth may know that thou 
art the Lord, even thou only” (v. 20). 


God loves to have His children pray 
to Him. He is pleased when they truly 
love Him and worship Him alone. He 
wants them to come to Him often. 
There are many times, I am sorry to 
say, that God’s children do_ not talk to 
their loving Heavenly Father. If they 
will not pray to Him because they love 
Him, He may send trouble so that they 
will have to turn to Him. Next Sun- 
day we will learn what happened to 
Hezekiah and the people of God. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 


the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from. the same address. 
Strength in Quietness.—In returning 

and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness 
and in confidence shall be your strength 
(Isa. 30:15, Golden Text). During the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth I, there lived 
a man who had faced many dangers 
in wars and on the sea, and he finally 
came home to England to settle down 
to a quiet life. His name was John 
Donne, and he became a preacher and 
a writer of poetry, because he felt the 
need of helping people to see people as 
they really are, and as God sees them. 
One of his prayers was that “God 
would help him to be good and brave 
in the quiet everyday life in England,” 
just as good and brave as he was 
formerly in time of war and danger. 
He was a very wise man, wiser than 
most people are, because he had known 
how it felt to be brave, to be a hero 
in time of danger, and he knew that 
he did not find it so easy now, but in 
rest and quietness and confidence he 
found his strength—From The Exposi- 
tor. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Ancient Strategy Effective Still—In 
returning and rest shall ye be saved; 
in quietness and in confidence shall be 
your strength (Isa. 30:15, Golden Text). 
One night during World War I, General 
Edmund Allenby sat alone in his tent, 
a war map of Palestine spread before 
him. He formed and discarded plans 
as he pored over the map—plans for the 
capture of an enemy-held village near- 
by. He knew there must be a weak 
point where the British could attack 
the Turks, some trick of terrain that 
would give them their chance. But 
where? As he worked, the name of 
the village teased his mind with a 
maddening sense of familiarity. Mich- 
mash—Michmash—where had he heard 
the name? Why did he have an eerie 
feeling that he had lived through this 
experience before? At midnight, his 
brain weary from futile calculations, 
he turned to his cot. But as he lay in 
the dark, the name Michmash still 
haunted him. Had someone told him 
of it? Or was it something he had 
read? Yes! That was it. The 
book Allenby jumped up and 
snatched a book from the table. As he 
read, he forgot his fatigue. Somehow, 
he must find the dimly remembered 
passage. Chapter after chapter proved 
unrewarding. Then, as he turned a 
page, the name leaped at him! In a 
fever of excitement he picked up his 
discarded map. Next morning, Allenby 
unfolded the plan of strategy to his 
officers. Where, they wondered, had 
the General procured his information? 


Allenby quietly opened the book. He 
read the passage to them once, then 
again. “Sir,” somebody exclaimed, “if 
this plan works, it will be a miracle!” 
Less than twelve hours later the plan 
had worked. Allied troops had cut off 
the enemy and taken the village. For 
Allenby had found a description of 
terrain and a plan of strategy that had 
proven successful in a battle at this 
spot more than 3,000 years before! 
What was this key to Allied victory? 
The first Book of Samuel ... in the 
Holy .Bible!—From the Park Street 
Spire. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, 
N. Y. 


Must Be All Right.—That take coun- 
sel, but not of me; and that cover with a 
covering, but not of my spirit (Isa. 
30:1). A well-known man, famous for 
absent-mindedness, once met an old 
friend on the street, and stopped to 
talk with him. When they were about 
to separate, the man’s face suddenly 
assumed a puzzled expression. “Tom,” 
he said, “when we met, was I going 
up or down the street?” “Down,” re- 
plied his friend. The man’s face cleared, 
and he said, “It’s all right, then; I had 
been home to lunch.” I have heard 
so-called Gospel sermons with no Gos- 
pel in them, no spiritual food in them 
—and I am not absent-minded. It must 
have been “all right” though, for I had 
been to church!—From Serving-and- 
Waiting. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


Inward Stillness—That walk to go 
down into Egypt, and have not asked 
at my mouth; to strengthen themselves 
in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust 
in the shadow of Egypt (Isa. 30:2). 
In order really to know God, inward 
stillness is absolutely necessary. I re- 
member when I first learned this. A 
time of great emergency had risen in 
my life, when-every part of my being 
seemed to throb with anxiety, and 
when the necessity for immediate and 
vigorous action seemed overpowering; 
and yet circumstances were such that 
I could do nothing, and the person 
who could, would not stir. For a little 
while it seemed as if I must fly to 
pieces with the inward turmoil, when 
suddenly the still small voice whispered 
in the depths of my soul, “Be still, 
and know that I am God.” ‘The word 
was with power, and I hearkened. I 
composed my body to perfect stillness, 
and I constrained my troubled spirit 
into quietness, and looked up and 
waited; and then I did “know” that it 
was God, God even in the very emer- 
gency and in my helplessness to meet 
it; and I rested in Him. It was an 
experience that I would not have 
missed for worlds; and I may add also 
that out of this stillness seemed to 
arise a power to deal with the emer- 
gency, that very soon brought it to a 
successful issue—From Streams in the 
Desert. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


To Whom Will They Listen?—But ye 
said, No (Isa. 30:16). A Karen (Bur- 
mese) convert who came to America 
was asked to speak in a meeting on 
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the duty of sending the Gospel to the 
unsaved ones in the regions beyond. 
He hesitated, and then asked, “Do they 
not know that Christ has told them to 
do it?” “Yes,” was the answer, “but 
if you will speak to them, the people 
will become more interested.” “Nay, 
nay,” replied the Karen convert, “if 
they do not mind Jesus Christ, they 
will not mind me!”—Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


God-fearing Yields Strength—One 
thousand shall flee at the rebuke of 
one (Isa. 30:17). What is the greatest 
thing a patriot can do for his country? 
Keep the commandments of God! Ac- 
cording to Leviticus 26:8 a hundred 
such God-fearing men would put ten 
thousand enemies to flight; whereas 
folk who seek safety by military al- 
liances and say, “Nay, but—” or “No; 
for—” to God are a constant source of 
weakness in the land and a thousand 
of them will flee at the rebuke of one.— 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Till Something Better.—For the Lord 
is a God of judgment: blessed are all 
they that wait for him (Isa. 30:18). 
I have heard that in the early days of 
the Puritans in Massachusetts, their 
counsellors agreed “that the State of 
Massachusetts should be governed by 
God, till they had time to find a better 
ruler.” So I will rest on Christ alone 
till I can find a better resting place. 
When we find that God has laid an- 
other foundation, we will look at it. 
When we discover another foundation 
more suitable for sinners than the sin- 
ner’s Saviour, we will consider it; but 
not till then—From Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones 
Otego, N. Y. 
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Dr. Rowell’s Latest Booklets 
on a Catholic Presidency 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers are 

already acquainted with Dr. Row- 
ell’s timely warning entitled, “Shall a 
Roman Catholic be President?” which 
appeared in the Tres of February 6, 
1960. The reprint of this article has 
met with a wide demand, and is still 
available at 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 a 
hundred; $6 for five hundred; $10 a 
thousand. 

Now it is possible to secure in book- 
let form Dr. Rowell’s enlarged state- 
ment on this crucial subject, entitled, 
“President or Pope—Shall Rome Dom- 
inate America?” This gives a photo- 
graphic picture. of the monument of 
Loyola, representing the founder of the 
Jesuit Order trampling Martin Luther 
underfoot. 

The second booklet available is Dr. 
Rowell’s “Open Letter to Cardinal Tar- 
dini, Vatican Secretary of State,” deal- 
ing with the forthcoming Ecumenical 
Council proposed by Rome. This pre- 
Sents a serious issue that will increase in 
Seriousness as the time for the so-called 
Second Vatican Council to be decided 
upon by the Roman Church, draws 
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nearer. This documentary research has 
been highly commended by many out- 
standing leaders, is vital to all Chris- 
tians, and should be studied in the 
light of the Pope’s invitation. 
The cost of “Pope or President?” is 
25 cents; the “Open Letter to Cardinal 
Tardini,” is 15 cents—both for 40 cents, 
postpaid. “Pope or President?” may be 
had in quantity at five for $1; “Open 
Letter,” eight for $1. Orders should be 
addressed to Challenge Pub. Co., Susan- 

ville, Calif. 
ve 


Young People’s Prayer 
Meeting 
(Continued from second page) 


You may find it helpful to list some 
of the excellent effects that the study 
of the Scriptures have: 

1. The Scriptures give knowledge 
(Psa. 19:11; 119:98-100, 104, 130; Matt. 
13:52; 1 Cor. 10:11). 

2. The study of the Scriptures results 
in salvation and sanctification (Psa. 
119:9; John 20:31; Rom. 1:16; 10:17; 2 
Tim. 3:15; Jas. 1:21; 1 Pet. 1:23). 

3. The Scriptures satisfy (Job 23: 
12; Psa. 19:10; 119:20, 47, 48, 72, 82, 103, 
127, 131, 167; 1 Pet. 2:2). 

4. The Scriptures impart joy (Psa. 
19: 8; 119: 14, 16, 24, 92, 111, 143, 162; 1 John 
1:4). 

5. The Scriptures comfort (Psa. 119: 
50, 92, 93; Acts 15:30, 31; Rom. 15:4). 

6. The Scriptures give hope (Psa. 
119:81, 147; Rom. 15:4). 
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What Power Has Satan? 
(Continued from page 620) 


be like the most High. Yet thou shalt 
be brought down to hell, to the sides 
of the pit” (Isa. 14:12-14). We know 
also from the Scriptures that, while 
Christ by His death on the cross and 
His resurrection accomplished the work 
that will eventually mean the destruc- 
tion of Satan and all his power, never- 
theless God permits Satan to work and 
reign as a usurper, both in the air and 
on this earth, in order to test mankind 
and give men the privilege of choosing 
whether they will let Christ or Satan 
be their Lord. 

For the time being, therefore, Satan 
is permitted to use the air and other 
elements for his own purposes, even 
for destruction from time to time. Yet 
this is always subject to the greater 
power and sovereignty of God. “The 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 
5:8); and that he devours many by 
leading them.to their destruction is 
plain from the Scriptures and from ex- 
perience. But he can harm no one who 
by faith has accepted Christ as Saviour 
and Lord, for the same passage says 
concerning Satan: “Whom resist sted- 
fast in the faith.” Again the Christian 
believer is told to take “the shield of 
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the evil 
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The Scofield Reference Bible has a 
valuable note summarizing the teach- 
ings of the Scriptures concerning Satan, 
which reads in part as follows: “The 
present world-system (Rev. 13:8), or- 
ganized upon the principles of force, 
greed, selfishness, ambition, and sinful 
pleasure, is his [Satan’s] work and was 
the bribe that he offered to Christ 
(Matt. 4:8, 9). Of that world-system 
he is prince (John 14:30; 16:11) and 
god (2 Cor. 4:4). As ‘prince of the 
power of the air’ (Eph. 2:2) he is at the 
head of a vast host of demons (Matt. 
7:22, note). . . . Cast out of heaven as 
his proper sphere and ‘first estate,’ he 
still has access to God as the ‘accuser 
of the brethren’ (Rev. 12:10), and is 
permitted a certain power of sifting 
or testing the self-confident and carnal 
among believers (Job 1:6-11; Luke 22: 
31, 32; 1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Tim. 1:20), but this 
is a strictly permissive and limited 
power, and believers so sifted are kept 
in faith through the advocacy of Christ 
(Job 1:6-11; Luke 22:31, 32; 1 John 2:1, 
note). At the beginning of the great 
tribulation Satan’s privilege of access 
to God as accuser will be withdrawn 
(Rev. 12:7-12). At the return of Christ 
in glory Satan will be bound for one 
thousand years (Rev. 20:2); after which 
he will be ‘loosed for a little season’ 
(Rev. 20:3, 7, 8) and will become the 
head of a final effort to overthrow the 





one” (Eph. 6:16). 





Kingdom. Defeated in this, he will be 
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finally cast into the lake of fire, his 
final doom. The notion that he reigns 
in hell is Miltonic, not Biblical. He is 
prince of this present world-system, but 
will be tormented in the lake of fire.” 

A valuable book on this subject, by 
the former President of Dallas Theo- 
logical Seminary, Dallas, Tex., Dr. Lewis 
Sperry Chafer, is entitled “Satan,” and 
may be had from Dunham Pub. Co., 
Findlay, Ohio, $2.50. 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 


over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 











Neo-Liberalism. By Robert Paul 
Igghtner, Th.M. (Regular Baptist Press, 
Chicago 5; $1, paper.) After a histori- 
cal survey of the rise and fall of the 
older Liberalism, the author demon- 
strates that the changes that Liberals 
made under the pressure of Neo-Ortho- 
doxy were only _ superficial—Neo- 
Liberalism still “rejects the authority 
and infallibility” of the Bible and is 
still “a system of theology that is 
founded upon _ Liberal principles, 
constructed with the philosophy of Neo- 
Orthodoxy and presented in the lan- 
guage of the Bible and orthodoxy.” He 
quotes from primary sources, and in a 
book of one hundred pages has done a 
creditable work in showing what Neo- 
Liberalism is. However he has made 
no attempt at refutation. The reader is 
left to his own resources to combat the 
error. This is a serious defect, for, to- 
day, it is not enough to expose: Neo- 
Liberals need to feel the gravamen of 
the attack from Conservatives. It is to 
be hoped that the author’s next work 
will come to firmer grips with the en- 
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Daily Bible Peatings 
Lessons, issued 
Sunday School 


August 22 to 28 


Mon.—Isaiah 30:1-7. Egypt or God? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe to the re- 
bellious children . . . That walk to go 
down into Egypt, and have not asked at 
my mouth; to strengthen themselves in 
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the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in 
the shadow of Egypt.” The forty- 
second chapter of Jeremiah sheds much 
light upon this rebellion of Israel 
against God’s counsel. Self-will is still 
a common and ruinous sin in many 
professing Christians. The words of 
God go in one ear and out of the other 
without influencing them righteously. 
“The way of life is above to the wise, 
that he may depart from ‘hell beneath” 
(Prov. 15:24). “The ear that heareth the 
reproof of life abideth among the wise” 
(v. 31). Pray for the final sessions of 
summer Bible conferences. 


Tues.—Isaiah 30:27-33. 
God, a Devouring Fire. 
PRAYER SuGcesTIons: “Tophet is or- 
dained of old .. . the pile thereof is fire 
and much wood; the breath of the Lord, 
like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle 
it.” We have lost the doctrine of per- 
dition from most of our fundamental 
theology. We hear very little said in 
the pulpits about that word “perish” 
which our Lord Jesus put right in the 
middle of John 3:16. Let us be careful 
to preserve the balance of warnings 
from Scripture, with the entreaties of 
Scripture. Most of our hearers can 
hardly tell that there is, as Christ 
taught, such a place as hell. Warn and 
woo. Tell your friends to be careful to 
see that they do not miss the gates of 
Heaven. Pray for all theological stu- 
dents. 


Wed.—Isaiah 31. The Arm of Flesh. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They look not 
unto the Holy One of Israel, neither 
seek the Lord!” The reason why we see 
so little of God’s work among us is be- 
cause we are quite satisfied with what 
people can do in promoting the cause of 
the Lord. There are things that finite 
beings cannot do. It is an axiom to be 
always remembered that—“no numbers 
of the finite can equal the Infinite.” Re- 
vival of the spiritual life is always of 
necessity a work of the Spirit of God. 
Revival is ever, as God says, “by my 
spirit.” If we want to have God work 
among us, we must have clean hands 
and a pure heart, and turn away from 
vanity. As the Word says: “Let us 
lift up our heart with our hands unto 
God in the heavens” (Lam. 3:41). And 
let the hands be clean (1 Tim. 2:8). 
Pray for evangelists as they get ready 
for their autumn meetings. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 20. God Uses Assyria. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “The King of As- 
syria.” God uses great and powerful 
godless kings to chastise proud and sin- 
ful nations. The ominous threats from 
northern Europe and from occupied 
China and North Korea, may mean 
more than a worry to nations that are 
deteriorating morally. The more light a 
nation has, the darker and longer the 
night of fright that nation shall have. 
The judgment of nations is, throughout 
the Bible, largely administered by a 
more powerful nation. The perils one 
now currently sees is a call to all Chris- 
tians to get down on their knees. Un- 
less we turn back to God as a people, 
depend upon it, in wars we shall be 


truly feeble. Pray for Winona Lake 
Bible Conference’s closing sessions, Win- 
ona Lake, Ind. 


Fri—lIsaiah 37:21-29. 
God Rebukes Assyria. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Because thy 
rage against me, and thy tumult, is come 
up into mine ears, therefore will I put 
my hook in thy nose, and my bridlé in 
thy lips, and I will turn thee back by 
the way by which thou camest.” God, 
who chastises the nations, knows just 
how to correct them. His “four sore 
judgments” (Ezek. 14:21) are the sword, 
famine, noisome beasts, and pestilence. 
These are enough to humble any nation 
to the dust. The Lord predicted upon 
nations many great plagues, and we are 
verging on the times when these shall — 
plague the nations who seek to be rid of © 
Christ (see Psa. 2; Matt. 24; 25; Luke 21; 
Rev. 6 to 19). Live much in God’s | 
Book in some quiet nook. Pray for 
thousands of new readers of our won- 
derful Sunday School Times. 


Sat.—Revelation 19:1-8. t 
The Almighty Reigns. — 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions; “I heard a great © 
voice of much people in heaven, saying, 
“Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and hon- © 
our, and power, unto the Lord our God.” 
The defeat of the apostate and ungodly © 
multitudes, risen against God and His ~ 
Christ, will make all hell tremble and 
all Heaven ring with alleluias. The bat-_ 
tle between righteousness and iniquity | 
will come to an end in glory for the ™ 
Lord and righteous people, and awful © 
gloom for His enemies. The war of 
thousands of years will end in triumph, 
glory, and honor for our Immanuel. 
Are you on the winning side, that is, © 
“the Lord’s side”? Fight the good fight © 
of faith. Pray for the professors in all 
evangelical theological seminaries. 


Sun.—Psalm 27. 
The Lord Is My Stronghold. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid?” Happy is the soul whose 
strength is in God. Do you know what 
it is to have God gird you with strength 
in trials and temptations and in the 
deep woes of life? Listen to David’s 
songs of hope in the Psalter. Hear the 
prayers of your Saviour in Gethsemane © 
and on the cross. Observe Paul saying: 
“None of these things move me,” and, 
“The things which happened unto me 
have fallen out rather unto the further- 
ance of the gospel” (Phil. 1:12). Do 
you have that glorious insurance policy 
called Romans 8:28? You are most for- 
tunate even in your deepest troubles. 
Pray for the Editors of the Sunday 
School Times, and also the writers. 
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The reason why singing is such @ 
splendid shield against the fiery darts 0 
the Devil is that it greatly helps us t@ 
forget him, and he cannot endure be- 


ing forgotten. ... So sing. Never be 
afraid of singing too much. We are 
much more likely to sing too little— 
Amy Carmichael. 
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